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Have you ever left a protest 
feeling despair? Did you get 
the impression that it 
accomplished nothing? Did it 
feel performative? Do you 
feel like it was just a photo 
op for some giant nonprofit 
to use for PR? Did those 
jerks in the yellow vests 
herding protestors come off 
like wannabe cops? It may 
please you to know there are 
more ways to protest than 
just a parade! Here are the 
historical examples of 
alternative means of protest. 


large group get together dressed in all 
black to protect their identities. It 
gives anonymity and helps fight 
against surveillance. Each Bloc is 
different. At the WTO protests in ‘99, 
Black Bloc groups would form “flying 
squadrons” who would smash 
windows to get the police to back off 
of the other groups and chase them 
instead. This hit and run tactic was 
used to keep the police in disarray, 
taking the pressure off demonstrators. 


The classic! Black Bloc is when a very 
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Tute-Biacnhe/ Disobbedienti 


In Italy, these all white clad activists 
would be donning DIY armor under 
those white overalls. Their armor 
could be tires, life preservers, or 
anything that could take a blow. They 
were at the front of any protest, ready 
to take a literal beating. At the 2000 
Praha IMF protests, Disobbedienti 
were at the front lines with tires, 
polls, inflatables, and anything they 
had to soften the blows from the 
police. 
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The IAA were hactavists who used 
their creativity and scientific 
knowhow to build gadgets and setup 
technological means of subverting 
the surveillance state. Some of their 
inventions included the Twitter 
predecessor TXTMob, i-See — a map 
of surveillance cameras in NYC, and 
various “crime-bots” that could 
graffiti roads and disperse 
propaganda. 


